18* 1st BANK OF NEW GLARUS, 113 6th Ave. This was the first
Bank of New Glarus, founded in 1893. In 1910 the bank moved
to its present location. The building also served as the office for
the Mt. Vernon Telephone Company, now known as TDS.
19* BLUMER HOUSE, 112 6th Ave.
Built in the early 1850’s in classic Greek Revival Style, the
building first served as a tinsmithy. Dr. Sam Blumer, the
village’s first physician (1848), used the building as his
residence from the mid 1850’s until 1868, when his son J. Jacob
took over. Dana Duppler restored the building to its original
look in 1990. NHRP
20* NEW GLARUS HOTEL, 100 6Th, Ave. Built in 1853 by
Melchoir & Rudolph Baumgartner, the present dining room
served as a dance hall operated by Alfred Lienhardt. His son
Fred took over the dance hall and converted it to a theater. In
1960, John F. Kennedy ate at the hotel after delivering a
campaign speech.

21* ANDERSON MALL, 523 1st St. This building originally
housed the Levitan & Stuessy Mercantile. Sol Levitan sold out,
moved to Madison where he was a founding partner in one of
the major banks. He also served several terms as Wisconsin
Secretary of State. The upstairs housed a bowling alley. The
interior of the building burned out in a massive fire on Jan. 18,
1959.
22* KEHERLI’S TAVERN, 526 1st St. Built in 1866 by Fritz
Tschudy, this building operated as a general store for several
decades. In the early 1900’s the building was moved from
across the street. The current front of the building was once the
rear. While in its original location a small one-story pharmacy
was attached to the main building. The pharmacy was owned
and operated by the grandparents of novelist Gore Vidal.

23* GLARNER STUBE, 518 1st St. Built in 1901 by Solomon
Stuessy, the building has seen a multitude of uses in its life. The
second story served as the first telephone company “central” in
New Glarus. Swiss immigrant, Godi Schuetz, remodeled the
inside in the 1950’s to resemble a Swiss cheese factory.

24* SWISS CHURCH, 18 5Th Ave. The first church
(log) was erected here in 1849. A new, modern
stone church was built in 1858, at a cost of $1,950
and 500 days of labor by the congregation. The
last service in that building was held on April 29,
1900. The present church was constructed in
1900, at a cost of $16,000. The adjacent building,
Zwingli House, replaced an earlier one-story
building. The front lawn of the church was the first
cemetery. The First Settler’s Monument was
erected and dedicated in 1915, marking the 60th
anniversary of the founding of New Glarus. NHRP
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25* FIRST SCHOOLHOUSE, 102 5th Ave. The first
school classes were held in a log house owned by
Balthasar Schindler. Forty students were taught
by a Mr. Cowan in a three-month school session.
26* NEW GLARUS BREWERY, 218, 5Th Ave. The
first New Glarus Brewery was built as a distillery
in 1867 by Jacob Hefty and Dr. Sam Blumer, but
never opened as a distillery. Hefty took ownership
in 1871 and began a brewery producing 600-700
barrels of beer each year. In 1911 the brewery
took on the name New Glarus Brewery. There are
many stories about the Capone gang owning the
building during prohibition, but most are rumors.
The brewery never reopened after prohibition.
Stories abound about a secret tunnel leading from
the house directly across from the brewer to the
brewery. A similar story has been rumored about
a secret tunnel leading from a house at 200, 6th
Ave. to the New Glarus Hotel. There is no truth to
either tunnel story.
27* PERNOT HOUSE, 300 5th Ave. This house was
built in approximately 1855, probably by John
Luchsinger, an area stonemason.

This walking tour is not intended to be a
complete history of New Glarus. Instead, it is a
brief look at our past. A walk through New
Glarus’ past is but a small portion of the
history of one of the many nationalities that
settled in Wisconsin, a tiny square of the ethnic
fabric in the patchwork quilt called Wisconsin.
Walking at an easy pace, this tour will take
approximately two hours…a wonderful way to
spend a quiet time in New Glarus.
*Any property noted with NHRP indicates the property is
listed in the National Register of Historic Places.
(A project of New Glarus Historic Preservation
Commission)

1*PUEMPEL’S OLDE TAVERN, 18 6TH Ave. Established in
1893, the building served as the first home for many
Swiss immigrants coming to settle in New Glarus. The
large murals inside depicting Swiss, Austrian and
American history were painted in 1913 by Albert
Struebin. NHRP
2* MILWAUKEE ROAD DEPOT, 418 Railroad St. The end
of the line New Glarus Depot served as the transportation
hub for a rapidly growing community from 1887 until the
line was abandoned in 1972. NHRP
3* KENNEDY’S, 400 Railroad St.
The village’s first cheese factory, built in 1873, New
Glarus Cheese Mfg. Co. produced American cheese
shipped directly to England.
4* BECKWITH HOUSE, 118 1st Ave. This home was built
by Joshua Wild, builder of the first mill in New Glarus.
Private residence.
5* COMPANY HOUSES, 77-87 & 35-55 2nd St. Built by
the Pet Milk Company for their employees after the
company began operations in 1910, 77-87 were used for
management employees. The ground floor was used as a
stable for the company horses used to pull milk wagons
into town.

Sunday, 1907. Shooting teams from several states shot
here. A tourist campground was opened to the public
here on June 20, 1924. The annual Volksfest (Swiss
Independence Day) is held here annually on the first
Sunday in August. Eligible for the NRHP.
2nd

8* ENGLER’S MERCANTILE, 102
St. Built in
approximately 1900, the building has a cast iron front.
Engler’s sold general merchandise, groceries and
meat. A separate building housed their fresh poultry
barn. Farmers could trade eggs for merchandise.
9* WILHELM TELL HOTEL, 114 2nd St. was built in
1891. Over its long history, it served as a hotel
complete with barber shop, bar, dance hall and dining
room. In later years, the hotel was closed and
individual rooms were rented by the month. The
dance hall, a meeting place for many young couples,
was also used for wintertime Swiss wrestling
tournaments.
10* NEW GLARUS THEATER (Small World), 107 2nd
St. Built in the mid 1950’s, the theater remained open
until the mid-60’s. In April 1960, John F. Kennedy gave
a Wisconsin presidential primary election speech
here.

6* SCHIESS HOUSE, N8722 Cty. O.

11* NEW GLARUS TOWN HALL, 206 2nd St.

Built in the 1850’s-60’s by Gabriel Zweifel, former owner
of the original New Glarus Brewery, on the millpond
created by the nearby dam. The basement of the house
served as a tavern named Old Schiff Landung (old ship
landing). Boaters tied their boats to a pier behind the
house. Private residence.

This building served as the meeting place for the
Town of New Glarus until the late 1990’s. Built in
1886, building costs were shared by the township and
the AOUW (Ancient Order of United Workmen), who
met on the 2nd floor. The Women’s Relief Corps and
Boy Scouts also used the upstairs for their meetings.
NHRP

7* WM TELL SHOOTING PARK, N 8745 Cty. O. The
shooting park was used for shooting competitions, which
were a popular form of entertainment in the early 20th
century. The Schuetzen Haus was dedicated on Kilby

12* OTT FURNITURE & FUNERAL HOME, 200 2nd St.
Built in about 1900, this was the first stand-alone
funeral home in New Glarus. Furniture was sold in the
front of the store and the rear one-story portion of the

building served as the viewing room for the deceased.
The cast iron storefront was made by W. Bayley &
Sons, Milwaukee, a highly regarded foundry. The
cornices are made of galvanized steel.
13* SEARS & ROEBUCK HOUSE, 418 4th Ave. This
home is a classic example of a Sears and Roebuck
catalog house, built in 1920. The home was built for
the widow and children of Sheriff Matt Solbraa Sr.,
who was killed in the line of duty. The exterior and
interior remain as built in 1920. The enclosed porch
was added later.
14* PET MILK ROW HOUSES, 403-418 4th Ave. These
homes were built by the Pet Milk Company to provide
good housing for their employees. Pet was New
Glarus’ largest employer.
15* NEW GLARUS SCHOOL HOUSE. 419 6th Ave. The
first school was built in 1896, added on to in the early
1900’s and a third addition was put on in 193???
NHRP
16* MASONIC LODGE, 207 6th Ave. This building was
moved into New Glarus from an earlier location about
two miles SE of New Glarus. It served as the
Evangelical United Brethren Church until the
congregation disbanded in 1968. The church predates the Swiss United Church of Christ.
17* CHALET OF THE GOLDEN FLEECE, 618 2nd St.
The chalet was built in 1938 by Edwin Barlow, an area
native and world traveler. Jakob Rieder, a Swiss
architect, built the chalet for Barlow to house the
collections of his world travels. Barlow donated the
chalet to the village in 1953 to be used as a museum
after his death. Barlow was the founder of the annual
Wm. Tell Play. Another example of Rieder’s work can
be found at 301 12th Ave. NHRP

