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CONNECT COMMUNITIES



CONNECT COMMUNITIES PROGRAM:  

²95/ΩǎConnect Communities Program will:

Reach out to more Wisconsin downtowns

Supplement the Main Street Program

Assist all size downtowns and commercial     

neighborhood districts

Create networking opportunities for Connect 

Communities

Connect communities to $$$ and technical assistance

Groom future Main Street Programs



Must have an organization that focuses on 
downtown issues

Signed agreement with WEDC

Report (once per year)

Must commit to participating in most of training 
opportunities

Annual fee:  $200

Option to extend participation in the program each 
year

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS



Up to 20 communities selected each year 

Applications (competitive) will be accepted 
April 2015

Applications judged by WEDC staff

Strength of downtown committee/organization

Need for assistance

Clearly defined downtown area

Downtown resources

Potential

APPLICATION AND SELECTION



What Is Connect Communities?

�‡ Grass Roots

�‡ Volunteer Based

�‡ Public & Private Support

�‡ Historic Preservation

�‡ Four Point Approach

1. Organization

2. Promotion

3. Economic Restructuring

4. Design


